I made a trip to Korea in May 2004 and I have a few things to share.

Nowadays, Korean traditional archery more or less boils down to a sporting activity which is organized under Jeong（亭). The shooting distance is 145m and a simple hit scores one point. Jeong are a national phenomenon and are scattered all over the country. As such, I visited five different Jeongs and actually shot at two of them!

The first one was Horim (is 虎林) Jeong (photo 1 & 2) and it located in Kyongju City. I actually shot there too. Then I visited the historical Hwanghak (黄鹤) (photo 3, 4, 5),  Sangam (上岩 ) (photo 5 & actually shot there ), Surak (水洛 ) (photo 6)  and Hwarang （花郎）(photo 7 & inside the Korean Military Academy KMA ) at Seoul. Each has their respective surrounding environment. 

Functionally, a Jeong includes a shooting platform (with roof), target, storage space, windsock and a big mirror for archers to check their own form. Additional facilities such as club house, meeting room and an indoor practicing range etc. 

Archers are courteous and enjoy a rather free atmosphere. Serious members can practise all day and one can just come and go as one pleases. Anyone who is interested in Jeong can learn from the website: www.koreanarchery.org. 

After visiting the Jeong, I watched a performance at the Seoul Race Course by Korean Traditional Equestrian Martial Arts & Gyuk Gu Association  KTEMAGGA (www.chunghondang.com). 
The first round consisted of different type of horseback martial arts, including horseback archery. The whole performance was video filmed (photo please see Nov newsletter) and it was fantastic (photo 8). The speed was striking (especially as we were leaning at the rail side) and the cooperation between horses and riders were just perfect. 
The most impressive part was three horseback archers chasing the “fur” ball at full gallop, including the horse dragging the ball along! The speed, the control of the horses and the grasp of the short moment before they reached the end line, all these stretched my nerves to the limit. Then they had a further demonstration of Gyuk Gu (Korean Polo) (photo 9), which was as good as the first from the horsemanship aspect.

Having enjoyed the performance, we visited the KTEMAGGA base at Sokcho (photo 10), on the East coast near Soraek Mountain. The site is under construction and will be open in late June 2004. I strongly recommend riders or archers to visit them if you are going to Korea. First, it is definitely world class equestrian art and second, it is easy to reach their site.

After the archery and riding, we went to visit two museums, the Museum of the KMA (photo 11)  and the other Yeongjip Bow (photo 12) and Archery museum at Paju near the DMZ. The former is the Academy Museum with good collections of crossbows, bows, arrows etc. The latter is a private museum owned by a living cultural treasure Mr Liu. It has a very good collection of archery items. You may go to www.arow.or.kr to see more about the Yeongjip Museum (in Korean). 
When I was in Korea, such an unbroken archery tradition really touched me. On the other hand, I am very much ignorant about the situation in China. It would be nice if I could make a similar trip and see what can be discovered!

Koreans are nice and I would like to express my thanks to Col KIM Ki Hoon, tom Duvernay’s family, members of Horim, Hwanghak, Sangam and Surak  Jeongs, Mr KIM Yong Sup of KTEMAGGA and his fellows, Mr Liu of Yeongjip Musuem and finally my family members. Without them, the trip could not have been so successful.

